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Announcement of Mobility Scholarships for Candidates for Postdoctoral mobility in Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein  (EEA – EFTA)

Academic Year  2009-2010

The State Scholarships Foundation (a.k.a. I.K.Y.), through the special financial support “Mobility and Scholarship Fund” to Greece in the framework of the materialization of the European Economic Area Financial Mechanism for 2004-2009, announces a Programme of Scholarships in the field of Higher Education and Research with the purpose of reinforcing the cooperation between Greece and the countries of Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein. The Programme is co-financed by 85% by resources from EEA – FM of the period 2004-2009 and by 15% by the Public Investments Programme. 

For this purpose the I.K.Y., as an intermediary agency, offers 22 mobility scholarships of a twelve-months duration each in order to conduct part of their research in academic or scientific centres or Research Institutions of the above mentioned countries on specific scientific fields.

	SUBJECT AREAS
	NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS

	Protection of Environment
	5

	Sustainable Development
	3

	Preservation of European Cultural Heritage
	4

	Development of Human Resources
	4

	Health and Child Care
	6

	TOTAL NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS
	22


The scholarships are awarded after selection, following the candidates’ files evaluation. 

A. Requirements for Eligibility

1. Candidates should be Greek nationals or citizens. 

2. Candidates’year of  birth should be 1969. 

3. A doctorate (PhD) degree by a Greek or a foreign University recognized by the Greek State. It has to be mentioned that up to the submission deadline of the I.K.Y. programme, a period of 3 years should not have elapsed since the award of the Doctor’s degree. Eligible to apply are also these who have defended successfully their thesis up to the submission deadline of the I.K.Y. programme, on condition that they include in their file the relevant attestation from the University. The time will be increased by a period equal to the duration of the military service, as long as it has been accomplished after the above mentioned date.     

4. Candidates should be enrolled at a Higher Education Institution in Greece for the obtainment of a doctorate degree in one of the aforementioned fields. 

5. Candidates should have very good command of the language of the studies programme they wish to attend. 

6. Men candidates should have accomplished required military service or be legally exempted, or have obtained deferment of enlistment for the time period of their training at the host institution. 
7. For the time period of their training at the host institution, working candidates must have their employing organization’s consent.
8. Prerequisite for the participation in the programme is the non-simultaneous receiving of a scholarship or grant for the same purpose by another international organization, government, Greek public authority or by another country. 

B. Candidature documents

1. A complete application-statement for participation in print and electronic form (cd rom) and a recent passport photograph. The form to be filled out is posted to I.K.Y.’s web page (www.iky.gr).

2. A curriculum vitae (Europass Curriculum Vitae) written indispensably in Greek and English or in the language of the studies programme, in print and electronic form (cd rom), with biographical data, studies in detail, titles obtained, and also information on the candidate’s scientific and professional activity. The document to be filled out is posted to IKY’s web page (www.iky.gr).

3. Certified copies of obtained titles for university studies (degree / diploma, postgraduate title of specialization). 

4. Equivalence certificate issued by NARIC / ICRFD (for holders of degrees issued by universities abroad).

5. An attestation from the University Secretariat for the successful defence of the PhD thesis, in which it has to be mentioned explicitly the subject and the names of the 3 members supervisory committee. 

6. Civil Servants or employees of Public Law Bodies may apply, on condition that, until the start date of their scholarship, they will provide a certificate issued by their Authority Body for their right to an educational leave, according to the provisions of the Civil Service Code in force.

7. Official certificates proving the very good level of knowledge of the language of the host Institution’s studies programme. Very good level of knowledge of a foreign language is to be proved according to the specifications set by the legislation in force (Laws and Presidential Decrees) and by the Civil Service Staffing Council (www.asep.gr).

8. Copies of the letters of acceptance by one or more Institutions of Higher Education or Research Centres in one of the countries of destination. 

9. A synopsis on the intended research project to be done abroad (title of research proposal, abstract, methodology, timescale). 

10. A letter of support by the supervisor in Greece stating that the programme the candidate will attend at the host Institution will be fully recognized and will be part of his research project for the obtainment of his doctoral title by the Greek Institution of Higher Education. 

11. For male candidates, a type “A” certificate of discharge from the army or a certificate issued by a military recruiting office regarding their legal exemption from their military duties, or a certificate by a military recruiting office for their justified deferment for the time period of their training at the host Institution is necessary. 

12. Reprints of published papers or copies of papers that have been accepted for publication along with a letter of acceptance. 

13. Copies of scientific distinctions, awards, e.t.c.

C. Evaluation procedure

In the first place, the candidate’s research proposal will be evaluated for its originality, the possibility of its materialization within the scholarship’s duration, its methodology e.t.c. on a scale of 0 to 50 credits, the pass mark being 30. 

Candidates whose research proposal will achieve less than 30 credits will not have their files evaluated on the remaining criteria.

Candidates whose research proposal will achieve more than 30 marks will have their files evaluated on the remaining criteria as well.

In particular:

1. Research papers: 0 – 30 for the total of published papers or of papers that have been accepted for publication. 

2. Scientific distinctions, awards: 0 – 5
3. Conference papers: 0 – 10

4. Authoring activities (books, editing, notes, e.t.c.): 0 – 5

A Master thesis are not assessed. 

D. Selection of Candidate Scholarship Holders

For the assessment of both research proposals and candidates’ files, a two-member committee of Members of the Teaching and Scientific Staff of University Institutions or of Institutions of Higher Technological Education or of Research Institutes of the State or the wider Public Sector, with the same or a relevant subject area is appointed for each scientific field by a decision of the Administrative Board. 

Each candidate’s final mark (in the case that he/she achieved more than 30 credits for his/her research proposal) results by the addition of the credits of the research proposal and of the file. Based on the said marks, I.K.Y. sets up the partial nominal lists of candidates per subject field.
E. Scholarship’s Duration

The scholarship’s duration is twelve months. 

F. Funding

1. The scholarship covers:

2. An amount of € 10.850,00 (or its equivalent in the host country’s currency) on an annual basis to cover the cost of living. 

3. A lump sum of € 450,00 (or its equivalent in the host country’s currency) as installation allowance. 

4. Laboratory expenses to the amount of € 2.200,00 (or its equivalent in the host country’s currency).

G. Scholarship’s Conditions – Scholarship Holders’ Obligations

Scholarship holders have the obligation to sign a special agreement with IKY, setting their main obligations, and in particular: 

1. Not to receive at the same time a scholarship for the same purpose by another public (Greek, European or international) organization. (The scholarship holder should certify that in a solemn statement). An exemption can be made in the case that the beneficiary of the mobility scholarships programme receives simultaneously a grant by I.K.Y. for the elaboration of a doctoral thesis in Greece. 

2. To necessarily conduct the financed research programme at an Institution of Higher Education or a Research Centre only in one of the aforementioned countries (Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein). 

3. To submit to I.K.Y. and to the three-member Committee of the home Institution, at least 20 days before the expiry of the first semester of their studies, a progress report on their doctoral research along with a certificate by the supervisor of the host institution.

4. To submit to I.K.Y. a final report of doings after the completion of the aforementioned part of the research programme. 

5. To submit to I.K.Y. a published article or a paper that has been accepted for publication in a scientific magazine or in a scientific conference, relative to the research effected abroad. 

6. The doctoral thesis is submitted for examination exclusively at the scholarship holders’ institution of origin.  

H. Deadline for the submission of candidature

In order for the candidature to be legitimate, candidates must send to the State Scholarships Foundation (I.K.Y., 1, Makri and Dionyssiou Areopagitou Street / 117 42 Athens), by registered mail only, their applications along with the aforementioned supportive documentation until 22 June 2009. Both the visible affixed post office’s stamp on the envelope and the receipt for its deposition at the post office verify the posting date. 

Various specific issues that might occur during the realization of the programme of mobility scholarships and are not included in the present announcement are settled by decisions issued by IKY’s Administrative Board (Official Gezette 2100/B/10-10-2008) in co-operation with the Ministry of Economy and Finance (Cohesion Fund Management and Monitoring Special Service).

Information

The State Scholarships Foundation (1, Makri street and Dionyssiou Areopagitou / 117 42 Athens) provides information and clarifications on working days from 12:00 to 14:30. 

Telephone number: 210 3726304

                                 210 3751347

e-mail: gkrezou@iky.gr

e-mail: diagwnismoi@iky.gr

Athens, 31/03/2009
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